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How To Use   Montessori  Nomenclature  

3 -Part Cards 

Montessori Three-Part Cards are designed for  

children to learn and process the information on  the 

cards. The Montessori Three-Part Card consists  of: a 

card with the picture and the word label; a card 

with the picture; and a card with the word label. 

 

 

 
 

platypus platypus 

Labeled Picture Picture Label 

Step one:   Lay down all the picture cards,  

introducing one  term at a time. 

Step two:  Ask the child to point to the picture card 

you ask for. 

Step three:  Gather the picture cards in your hand.  

Place one card at a time down and ask, "What is  

this?" 



If a child is still engaged: 

Step four:  Lay down all the labeled picture cards (control 

cards).  Read each word to the  child. 

Step five:  Ask the child to match each picture card to 

the labeled picture cards  (control cards). 

Step six:  Ask the child to take the top label  card and 

compare it to the first labeled  picture card, until they find 

the matching label  card for each control card. 

Once a child can read: 

Step one:   Ask  the child to lay down the  picture 

cards and name each   term. 

Step two:   Ask the child to read each label  card and 

match it to the picture card. 

Step three:   Ask the child to use the labeled  picture cards 

(control cards) to self-correct.  



Information cards with facts can be used 
by  Montessori Elementary students. This 
time only use a picture, a label card, and 
information card. 
 
Animals of South America cards can be 
used as a part of: 
- geography unit study 
- biology study 
- the continent box. 
 

For printing recommendations click here.  
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Arthropods  
of South America 
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eucharitid wasp 
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Brazilian 
treehopper 

 
 

Brazilian 
treehopper 

 
 

 

Goliath bird-eating 
spider 

 
 

Goliath bird-eating 
spider 
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Birds                            
of South America 

Birds 
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military macaw 
 

military macaw 
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white-fronted 
parrot 

 

white-fronted 
parrot 

scarlet macaw 

 
 

scarlet macaw 
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Mammals  
of South America 

Mammals 
 of South America 

 

guanaco 
 

guanaco 
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brown-throated 
sloth 

 

brown-throated 
sloth 

giant anteater 

 
 

giant anteater 
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Eucharitid Wasp 

 

Habitat: tropical regions 

Diet: fallen fruit, nectar, 
dead insects 

Interesting fact: Eucharitid 
wasps are parasitic wasps. 
They use ants as hosts. 

Arthropods 
Of South 
America 

Information Cards 

 

 
 

Brazilian     
Treehopper 

 
 

 

Habitat: Brazilian forest 

Diet: undersides of leaves 

Interesting fact: The Brazilian 
treehopper has 3 balls 
attached to one another 
sticking straight from its 
thorax.  It possibly helps to 
keep predators away or detect 
them. 
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Leaf-Cutter Ant 

Habitat: tropical forest edges 

Diet: fungus 
 
 
 
 

Interesting fact:  Leaf-cutter 
ants gather leaves which are 
used to grow and feed fungus. 
Fungus provides food for the 
colony. 

 
 

Titan Beetle 

Habitat: hot, humid regions 
around the tropics 

Diet: buried rotting wood 

Interesting fact: The titan 
beetle is the world's largest 
species of beetle.  
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Goliath Bird-Eating 
Spider 

Habitat: wet swamps and 
marshy areas deep within the 
primary rainforest 

Diet: insects, worms, other 
spiders 

Interesting fact: The Goliath 
bird-eating spider is the 
heaviest spider in the world. 
 
 
 



 
 

Military Macaw 
 

 

Habitat: arid and semi-arid 
regions 

Diet: seeds, fruits, nuts, berries, 
other vegetation 

Interesting fact:  Military 
macaws can live up to 60 years. 

Birds  
Of South 
America 

Information Cards 

 
 

White-Fronted 
Parrot 

 
 

Habitat: rainforests, cactus 
savannahs 

Diet: fruit, berries, plants, 
seeds, nuts, corn 

Interesting fact:  The white-
fronted parrot is the  smallest 
of the Amazon parrots. 
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Three-Wattled 
Bellbird 

 

Habitat: middle to upper 
rainforest levels 

Diet: fruits 

Interesting fact: The call of 
the three-wattled bellbird is 
one of the loudest bird calls 
on earth. It can be heard over 
a kilometre away. 

 
 

Keel-Billed Toucan 

 

Habitat: lowland rainforest and 
tropical forest borders 
 
Diet: fruits and berries 
 
Interesting fact: Keel-billed 
toucans live in the tree holes 
together with 5 to 6 other birds. 
They all sleep with bills tucked 
under the body to make room 
for other birds in the group. 
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Scarlet Macaw 
 

Habitat: humid evergreen 
tropical forests 

Diet: nuts, leaves, berries, seeds 

Interesting fact: Scarlet 
macaws are one of the most 
intelligent bird species. They can 
distinguish colors and shapes. 



 
 

Guanaco 
 

 

Habitat: deserts, grasslands, 
savannahs, shrublands, 
sometimes forests 
Diet: grasses, shrubs, lichens, 
fungi 
Interesting fact:  The guanaco 
is one of the largest wild 
mammals found in South 
America. It is a member of a 
camel family. 

Mammals 
 Of South 
America 

Information Cards 

 
 

Brown-Throated 
Sloth 

 

Habitat: forests, neotropical 
ecozone  
 
Diet: tough, rubbery rainforest 
leaves, flowers, fruits 
 
Interesting fact:  It takes two 
weeks for a sloth to digest one 
meal. It has the slowest 
digestion time of any mammal. 
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Pink Fairy 
Armadillo 

 

Habitat: dry grasslands, 
sandy plains 

Diet: ants 

Interesting fact: Pink fairy 
armadillos spend most of 
their time underground. They 
only come out to feed at 
night. 

 
 

Common Vampire 
Bat 

 

Habitat: arid and humid parts 
of the tropics and subtropics, 
rainforests, deserts 

Diet: blood of mammals 

Interesting fact: Vampire bats 
are the only mammals that 
feed entirely on blood. They 
strike their victims from the 
ground with their razor sharp 
teeth. 
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Giant Anteater 
 

Habitat: grasslands and 
rainforests 

Diet: ants and termites 

Interesting fact: Anteaters can 
flick their tongues more than 150 
times per minute. It helps them 
to suck up insects without 
getting bitten or stung. 



Thank you for giving 
this printable a try!  
I trust it is helpful in 

your classroom! 
 Follow Montessori Nature: 

Facebook | Blog | Pinterest | |Instagram 
 

By purchasing Montessori Nature materials you kindly support Destiny Rescue Organisation! 

Visit Animals of the Continents Series 

This item is a paid digital download from Montessori Nature.  As such, it is for use by the original 
purchaser only. This item is also bound by copyright laws. Redistributing, selling, or posting this 
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