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How To Use   Montessori  Nomenclature  

3 -Part Cards 

Montessori Three-Part Cards are designed for  

children to learn and process the information on  the 

cards. The Montessori Three-Part Card consists  of: a 

card with the picture and the word label; a card 

with the picture; and a card with the word label. 

 

 

 
 

platypus platypus 

Labeled Picture Picture Label 

Step one:   Lay down all the picture cards,  

introducing one  term at a time. 

Step two:  Ask the child to point to the picture card 

you ask for. 

Step three:  Gather the picture cards in your hand.  

Place one card at a time down and ask, "What is  

this?" 



If a child is still engaged: 

Step four:  Lay down all the labeled picture cards (control 

cards).  Read each word to the  child. 

Step five:  Ask the child to match each picture card to 

the labeled picture cards  (control cards). 

Step six:  Ask the child to take the top label  card and 

compare it to the first labeled  picture card, until they find 

the matching label  card for each control card. 

Once a child can read: 

Step one:   Ask  the child to lay down the  picture 

cards and name each   term. 

Step two:   Ask the child to read each label  card and 

match it to the picture card. 

Step three:   Ask the child to use the labeled  picture cards 

(control cards) to self-correct.  



Information cards with facts can be used 
by  Montessori Elementary students. This 
time only use a picture, a label card, and 
information card. 
 
Animals of Africa cards can be used as a 
part of: 
- geography unit study 
- biology study 
- the continent box. 
 

For printing recommendations click here.  
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devil's flower 
mantis 
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African monarch 
butterfly 

 

African monarch 
butterfly 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birds of Africa Birds of Africa 
 

long-tailed 
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Wahlberg's eagle 
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Mammals of Africa Mammals of Africa 
 

 

African elephant 

 
 

African elephant 
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black rhinoceros 
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Sykes monkey 

 
 

Sykes monkey 
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Giant African 
Millipede 

 

Habitat: tropical and 
subtropical areas, rainforest 
floor 

Diet: debris, fruit that falls to 
the ground 
 
Interesting fact: The giant 
African millipede is the largest 
of the world's 10,000 species of 
millipedes. 
 

Arthropods 
Of Africa 
Information  

Cards 

 

 
 

Devil's Flower 
Mantis 

 
 

 

Habitat: tropical rainforest  

Diet: insects, such as flies, 
moths and mosquitoes 

Interesting fact: The devil's 
flower mantis is one of the 
largest species of praying 
mantis that mimics flowers. 
When they perform a threat 
display devil’s mantises can 
have combinations of red, 
white, blue, purple and black 
colors.  
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Giraffe Weevil 
 

 

Habitat: tropical rainforest of 
Madagascar  

Diet: the giraffe beetle tree 
leaves  

Interesting fact: Males have 
markedly extended necks that 
can be several times their own 
body lengths. 

 
 

Habitat: woodland, park areas, 
back garden 
 
Diet: dry leaves from willow and 
poplar trees that grow naturally 
in the surrounding forest 
 Interesting fact: When 
threatened the puss moth 
caterpillar is known to spray 
formic acid at its attacker to 
minimise the chance of it being 
eaten. 
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African Monarch 
Butterfly 

 
 

 

Habitat: found in many habitats 
including desert and right up into 
the mountains  
Diet: monarch caterpillars feed 
on milkweed and as adults -  the 
nectar of flowers 
Interesting fact: African 
Monarch has black and white 
stripes accompanied by yellow 
spots, which warn predators to 
stay away since they are 
poisonous. 
 

Puss Moth 
Caterpillar 

 



 
 

Long-Tailed 
Widowbird 

 

 

Habitat: savannas and plains 
of South Africa 

Diet: seeds, occasionally 
arthropods 

Interesting fact: During flight, 
males spread their plumage to 
attract females. 

Birds Of 
Africa 

Information  
Cards 

 

 
 

Shoebill 

Habitat: freshwater swamps 
of central tropical Africa 

Diet: fish 

Interesting fact: Its wings are 
held flat while soaring and, as 
in the pelicans and the storks, 
the shoebill flies with its neck 
retracted. 
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Narina Trogon 

 

Habitat: lowland, highland, 
valley, riparian forests,  tropical, 
temperate regions 

Diet: insects, small 
invertebrates, rodents, small 
reptiles 

Interesting fact: The male's 
bare, blue-green throat patch is 
expanded when calling and both 
sexes may fluff out the breast 
feathers in display. They nest in 
a tree hollow in which both sexes 
incubate or brood. 

 
 

Malachite   
Kingfisher 

 

Habitat: southern Sahara 

Diet: fish, aquatic insects and 
crustaceans 

Interesting fact: The kingfisher 
feeds by diving into the water to 
catch small fish and worms and it 
can estimate the depths of water 
very accurately. While 
underwater, the bird's eyes are 
covered with a special protective 
skin that allows it to see. 
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Wahlberg's Eagle 

 

Habitat: sub-Saharan Africa, a 
seasonal migrant in the 
woodlands and savannas 

Diet: birds, mammals , reptiles 

Interesting fact: The nest is 
built by both sexes, consisting 
of a small, strongly-built 
platform of thin sticks thickly 
lined with green leaves. It is 
typically placed in the fork of 
the canopy of a tall tree. 



 
 

African Elephant 

 
 

Habitat: rainforests, deserts 

Diet: grasses, small plants, 
bushes, fruit, twigs, tree bark, 
roots 

Interesting fact: The African 
elephant is the largest and 
heaviest land animal on earth. 

Mammals 
Of Africa 
Information  

Cards 

 

 
 

Black Rhinoceros 

 

Habitat: desert of Namibia,  
wooded grassland, broadleaved 
woodlands, acacia savannahs 

Diet: leafy plants, branches, 
shoots, thorny wood bushes, 
fruits 

Interesting fact: The rhino is 
referred to as black, it is actually 
more of a gray-white colour in 
appearance. It will sometimes 
take on the colour of the soil that 
it lives around. 
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Cape Fox 

 
 

Habitat: savannahs and semi-
arid regions of southern Africa 

Diet: plants, invertebrates, 
rodents, reptiles, rabbits, 
spiders, birds, young hares 

Interesting fact: The female 
fox, a vixen, may bark at 
potential predators when 
caring for young pups. 

 
 

Striped Hyena 

 
 

Habitat: savannahs, grasslands, 
sub-desert, forests 

Diet: variety of food of both 
plant and animal origin 

Interesting fact: Females are 
larger and more dominant than 
males. One of the most 
characteristic sounds that hyena 
produce is laughter. This sound 
alerts other hyenas that new 
food source is located.  
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Sykes Monkey 

 
 

Habitat: forest canopy of 
evergreen forests, montane 
bamboo forests 

Diet: leaves and mostly fruits 

Interesting fact: Sykes monkeys 
live in female-philopatric social 
systems where females stay in 
their natal groups while males 
disperse once they reach 
adulthood. As a result, their 
groups usually consist of one 
male with several females and 
infants. 



Thank you for giving 
this printable a try!  
I trust it is helpful in 

your classroom! 
 Follow Montessori Nature: 

Facebook | Blog | Pinterest | |Instagram 
 

By purchasing Montessori Nature materials you kindly support Destiny Rescue Organisation! 

Visit Animals of the Continents Series 

This item is a paid digital download from Montessori Nature.  As such, it is for use by the original 
purchaser only. This item is also bound by copyright laws. Redistributing, selling, or posting this 
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